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Hold God to His Word

1. He will test us

2. He will never fail

The pilot sits in his seat, scanning the horizon and checking his instrument panel as he begins his final approach into Denver International Airport.  Everything is going smoothly until suddenly the plane begins to shake violently as it rocks back and forth.  The pilot notices that the airspeed has dropped off rapidly.  With another violent shake, the plane stalls.  The stall warning horn begins buzzing loudly as a computerized voice says, “Wind sheer, wind sheer…pull up, pull up…terrain, terrain!”  The pilot quickly throttles the engines to their max and beyond.  The shaking only intensifies and the whining of the engines becomes deafening as they strain to keep the plane aloft.  The pilot’s eyes widen as the ground rushes up suddenly into the windshield.  Everything turns red and stops.  Only the sound of labored breathing is heard as the pilot wipes the sweat from his forehead.  The instructor in the co-pilots seat turns and says, “Congratulations, you just died and took everyone else with you!  Alright, let’s try that again…”
Flight simulators have made flying the friendly skies much safer.  They have been used to safely put pilots in any and every situation so that they are trained to handle any and every situation.  Training is an important part of life.  Training is how we learn and prepare for the tasks of life.  The harder the task is, the more intense the training.  From playing an instrument to playing a sport, from operating machinery to operating on the human body, life takes training.  And training is never easy.  

Our spiritual life is no different.  It is difficult to journey through this life from the baptismal font to the grave.  We need training.  God knows that we need training and it is training he provides for us, his children.  He trains us to trust his promises, to hold him to his word.  God has always provided that training for his children throughout the history of his creation.  
We heard this morning how God provided that training for Abraham.  Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”  God tested Abraham.  Notice that it is God behind the controls of this training session.  Notice also that only God knows that this is a test.  
He gives Abraham very specific instructions.  God did not pull any punches.  He didn’t just reveal enough to Abraham to get him moving and then reveal only later what it was that he required.  Those specific words from God must have hit Abraham like a ton of bricks.  
Abraham would know exactly what God was asking of him.  He was to take his 
son…his only son…whose name very specifically was Isaac and go to Moriah.  There, on a mountain, he was to sacrifice him as a burnt offering.  This was a very specific offering.  Abraham had made this type of offering before and he knew what it required.  It required slaughtering the sacrifice and then setting the carcass on fire and allowing the fire to completely consume it.  

There was a reason that God was so specific with Abraham.  God was testing Abraham to see if he would hold God to his promises.  God called him Abraham—a name that he himself had given to him.  It was a name that God had connected with his promise.  You see, God had changed his name from Abram to Abraham at the same time he had changed Abram’s wife’s name from Sarai to Sarah.  It was during that very same conversation that God told Abraham that Sarah would bear him a son whom he would name Isaac.  God also told him that it was through Isaac that God would send his Savior to the world.  
When Abraham told anyone about the command he had given to him—his wife, his servants—he had to use those names—names which God had connected with a promise of countless descendants and a Savior.  Isaac was still a young boy and had no children.  How could God ask Abraham to do something that was in direct opposition to his promises that he had made to Abraham about Isaac?

God could have told him to immediately carry out his command right where he was.  But instead he lets him really take to heart and struggle with this command for three days.  It was a journey that would take him across 50 miles and 2,500 feet in elevation, roughly the equivalent of walking from Stockton to Placerville.  Do you know that spot on Highway 50 on the way up to Placerville where you can see the entire valley below you…sometimes stretching all the way to Mt. Diablo?  Abraham would have had a similar view of the land of Canaan as he approached his destination.  
It was from such an elevation that God had said to Abraham, “Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west.  All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever.  I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted.  Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.
Now as Abraham walks through the very land God had promised him, he lifts up his eyes and sees Mt. Moriah in the distance.  But notice the words that Abraham speaks at this point.  Perhaps motivated by seeing the land that God had promised Isaac and his descendants, he boldly tells his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.”  We will return to you!  Abraham was weighing God’s current command against God’s promises—and he was banking on the sure promises God had made about Isaac. 
It was those sure promises of God that Abraham leaned on when he himself made a promise to his son whom he loved so much that God would provide the lamb for sacrifice.  As Abraham’s hands piled the stones of the altar upon each other, perhaps he remembered the other two altars that he had built to the Lord.  They were both made after God had made promises to him.  

It was the promises of God that calmed Abraham and steadied his shaking hand as he brought the knife toward his son’s throat.  The Holy Spirit gives us insight through the writer to the Hebrews on what was going on in Abraham’s head at this very moment.  By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice.  He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though God has said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”  Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.”
The climax of the test had come and Abraham was holding God to his promises.  And God kept those promises.  “If God allows me to go through with this, he will bring Isaac back to life because the promise is through Isaac!”  Over the pounding of his heart in his ears, Abraham hear the voice of Jesus, the messenger of God, the Word, say, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” God had tested Abraham and Abraham had passed with flying colors.  Now as Abraham looked up, he saw God keeping his promise.  There in the bush was a ram.  The ram would be Isaac’s substitute.  Isaac would live and God would fulfill his promises made through him.  The ram would die.
God still tests his children.  He still trains us.  But how are we doing?  Do we always recognize the hand of God in the tests that come our way?  Do we struggle with holding God to his promises?  When your expenses every month exceed your income and you’ve cut all the fat you can from your budget, do you panic?  Do you recall God’s promise that says not to worry because he will always provide everything we need?  When loved ones are ripped from your life to you really believe that God will work all things, even this tragedy, for your good?  When you feel worthless and lonely, do you trust that God loves you so very much and will never leave you or forsake you?  

Yes, there are many times in our lives where our “faith muscles” have quivered and buckled under the weight of spiritual lifting.  Abraham knew that failure too.  On many occasions before this, he had not trusted in the Lord to provide.  He had looked at God’s promises and looked at his situation and thought, “God can’t possibly keep his promise…I have to do something else.”  He had lied to kings and pharaohs because he thought that they would kill him to get to his wife.  He had not trusted that God would protect them.  He had produced sons with other women because he thought Sarah couldn’t possibly bear him a son in her old age.  And for those failures, Abraham should have been destroyed.  But he wasn’t.  He lived another day to be tested again another day.  
You see, even when we fail, God never fails us.  The word “provide” literally means to see to it.  And on the mountain of the LORD, it was provided.  On the mountain of the LORD, God saw to it that our failures would not destroy us.  Mt. Moriah would see another Son ascend its heights with wood upon his back.  This too would be an only Son, a Son whom his Father loved.  A Son who had passed every test that his Father had allowed to come his way.  But there would be no angel to stop this slaughter.  The angel was the slaughter.  This was the Lamb of God.  The blood that flowed from Jesus on that mountain was perfect blood, the blood of a substitute whose success covers the world’s failures…yes even my multitude of failures.  

And because we know that God made good on his ultimate promise—the promise to send his Son to die and then to be raised to life again, we know that he will make good on every single promise that he has made to us in his Word.  
God allows life to take its toll on his children.  He allows it so that we can go back to his promises again and again.  He wants us to struggle and grapple with them.  He wants us to learn from our failures.  He wants us to gain confidence from the fact that he never fails us.  He picks us up to learn again whenever we do fail.  He wants you to exercise those muscles of faith so that they cling ever more tightly to his promises.  

When hardship comes, may we view it as a test…only a test.  May we use every opportunity of adversity to boldly go back to the promises of God in his Word.  Remember that though he tests you, he will never ever fail you.  Go to your heavenly Father in prayer and hold him to all of those promises.  He loves it when we do!  
AMEN.
May the God of hope fill us with all hope as we put our trust in him.
